
Claim Status 

1 . (currently amended) For use with a tool for processing a work-piece at low pressure, a 
work-piece transfer system comprising: 

a) a first isolation load lock housed within a load lock housing for transferring a work- 
piece from a higher pressure region to a lower pressure region and back to said higher pressure 
region including first and second access openings facing said higher pressure region at different 
angles to allow the first load lock to be accessed from two different directions ; 

b) a second isolation load lock housed within said load lock housing positioned next to 
the first work-piece isolation load lock for transferring a work-piece from a higher pressure 
region to a lower pressure region and back to said higher pressure region including first and 
second access openings facing said higher pressure region at different angles to allow the second 
load lock to be accessed from two different directions ; 

c) a work-piece processing station for processing work -pieces at low pressure; 

d) a first robot for transferring work-pieces from one of said first and second work-piece 
isolation load locks to the work-piece processing station; and 

e) two or more other robots positioned in said higher pressure region outside the low 
pressure region for transferring work-pieces to and from the adjacent work-piece isolation load 
locks from a source of said work-pieces prior to processing and to a destination of said work- 
pieces after said processing wherein each of said two or more other robots is aligned in facing 
relation for moving workpieces through a specified one of said first and second access openings 
of a given load lock 

wh e r e in said first and s e cond isolation load locks ar e housed within a load look housing, 
said load look housing inoluding - two load look access openings facing said higher pr e ssur e 
region at different anglos to allow each of th e first and s e cond load locks to b e accessed from two 
different dir e ctions . 

2. (currently amended) The transfer system of claim 1 additionally comprising a work- 
piece aligner for controlling an alignment of work-pieces moved through the first and second 
work-piece isolation load locks 4eek. 
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